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The
Problem



New old ideas in universities

“Schools are now less concerned 
with developing citizens who can 
thoughtfully deliberate the 
“common good” in the public 
sphere than with producing 
workers ready to take their 
attendant positions in the 
economic system.” (p.370)



Complicity

“We are all implicated here. While these 
moves have clearly served to privilege 
particular areas of research and inquiry—
those with grant-getting and profit-making 
potential—such a discussion does not let 
any of us “off the hook” as we fashion our 
own careers and trajectories” (p.370).



Complicity

“Since the individual is responsible for 
taking care of him or herself and not 
dependent on society, such selves, in 
being cut loose from the social, no longer 
have the same responsibility to the social” 
(p.370).





Implications for Education Research



“At the most basic level, a corporate language has 
overtaken school discourse, a language that implies clear 
inputs and outputs, assessments and measurements that 
can be correlated and compared across disparate sites. 
Knowledge itself has come to be treated like a perfectly 
transparent commodity, one that can be treated and 
dispensed, independent of particular actors in context” 
(p. 376).



Research itself is increasingly defined 
by government funding agencies, in 
narrowly technical terms.

Specifically, the new “gold standard” 
for educational research is large-
scale randomized experiments tied 
to “testable” subjects such as 
mathematics and reading. (p. 376)





“Our role, popularly conceived, 
has been to train teachers to 
effectively implement other 
people’s curricula, typically 
decontextualized sets of skills” 
(p.376). 



“Requiring excessive numbers of pedagogy or 
education theory courses acts as an unnecessary 
barrier for those wishing to pursue a teaching career.”

p.376



What is the value of theory in education?

Why are some opposed to its inclusion in teacher training?





Critical Education
vs.

Perfunctory Education



The
Effect



“As individuals are vying for control over 
their lives and work in these fraught 
times, the lure of professionalism is 
increasingly pressing. Here we see the 
temptation to operate in increasingly 
narrow fields and sub-fields, to limit 
one’s audience, to speak an increasingly 
specific and conscripted language” (p.374)



With specialization comes the pressure to narrow one’s commitments and audiences. 

(p. 374)





Adherence to one’s discipline can also be a 
crippling kind of professionalism, as if one 
were beholden to only one narrow audience 
and language. (p. 378)



Has your own work created a “narrow audience”?

Has it caused you to speak a language that few understand?

Has your focus caused you to overlook or bypass important 
considerations?



Hip Hop 
Based 
Education



The
Solution



Ultimately, how we strategically navigate between these three 
positions will be our great challenge today as we both struggle 
to hold onto our institutional capital and address our political 
moment in new and progressive ways. (p. 376)

The Professional The Amateur The Reflective Activist



Amateurism is…

…the desire to be moved not by profit or 
reward but by love for and unquenchable 
interest in the larger picture, in making 
connections across lines and barriers, in 
refusing to be tied down to a speciality, in 
caring for ideas and values despite the 
restrictions of a profession. (p. 374)



Be curious, even if The Man (Big Yellow Hat, or not) tells you not to. 



One should never feel too comfortable in or with one’s own expertise 
with any body of critical work. Our work should always look outward to 
a social and political reality we try to understand in new ways. (p. 379)

We need to ask what kind of problems we want to solve, and make 
them matter to people. We must get beyond cheerleading only to the 
converted, developing a socially and politically engaged “research 
imaginary” space. (p. 380)



“Said asked us to always remain responsible for 
how we occupy our position. We must face up 
to the realities of the contemporary pressures 
of academia, but we must resist them “not by 
pretending that they are not there, or denying 
their influence, but by representing a different 
set of values and prerogatives.” (p. 375)



“The academy is a space that we should 
neither give ourselves completely over to nor 
simply walk away from. We must carve out and 
find space for our own individual, self-styled 
voices in our struggles to ‘speak truth to 
power’” (p. 375)



How will your research keep society in mind?

What are you passionate about other than your current field?


