
The course still feels too one-directional. I would like to get to some Freireian education as liberatory praxis
type scenario, but am still stuck on the fact that I need to convey a bunch of concepts that these students are not
familiar with. This is a one-off course that the majority take as an elective and no one has any prerequisite skills 
from other courses, so I need to use the banking model, but need to devise a way to be less reliant on it.

Weekly assignments seem like a good way to get students to stay engaged with the course, but gets 
overwhelming for some, myself included.

I am increasingly less interested in spacing out assignments through the term. The term isn’t long and I would
rather see students spend more time on a                                                  substantial piece of work and less on
tasks that demonstrate engagement. 

I also need to do more to break up the flow of the classes. Need to encourage more discussion and get them
excited to learn. 

I have no idea what to do about 
phones and devices. I hope people can be responsible with them, but it is
hard to tell from the front of the room.

Boilerplate policies delivered via rap puns
for some reason. 

*

* A play on the phrase“Check 
yourself before you werck yourself”  
popularized by the esteemed West 
Coast rapper Ice Cube.



When I started teaching at MSVU, I was catching 1-2 cases of plagiarism per term. It wasn’t hard to google 
writing that didn’t match a student’s other work. Sometimes students just handed in their friend’s paper from 
the previous year. That seems to have dropped off sharply in recent years. I don’t know if it’s happening less
or if I’m just no longer catching it, but I have tried to create assignments that are hard to outsource in an
effort to curb the practice. In this course, I didn’t encounter a single assignment that made my spidey-sense
tingle. Maybe it is the nature of the work the    students are doing or maybe I’m just naive, but it is nice to not
hahave to deal with that this time around. 

This course usually happens in the winter term and we always lose time to weather. Need to develop some
asynchronous content to get                                                                                                  past that. Not sure if it
should be built-in, or part                                                                                                          of a back up plan only.  

I’m not convinced of the value of 
putting links in a text-based
document. Students know where
to find this information online. 

I’ve always copied and pasted this in, 
borrowed from the guy who used to teach
my Music and Culture course before I did.
It seems silly , as these are mostly default 
settings,but there is ALWAYS someone who asks!



The fourth offering of this course, and finally in a Summer Session so we don’t have to 
deal with winter. I have some new ideas to try this time around and a much smaller
class size to work with. Have been assigned a classroom in Evaristus for a change. 

Kept the warning, 
ditched the explanation.

More legible font, 
still feels like it suits the aesthetic

                   Twice a week
means a much faster pace for
                       the course. 



While I have been looking for an alternative text to use, there aren’t any that suit the specific needs of this course
the way that this one does. So, while it has it’s flaws, we’re sticking with this one for now. I’m still assigning
albums as readings, as well. I’ve gone back to an alternating approach, rather than front loading the text work, 
so that we can do theory in the first class of the week and apply it in the second. I’ll have to be careful not to get
ahead of myself and limit each week’s albums to match content already covered. It will be a bit of a juggling act, 
but should make for a beer flow in a faster-paced summer course.

Full disclosure: I’m going to be away for the first week of classes, lecturing and performing aboard
the Japanese cruise ship Peace Boat as it travels from Reykjavik, Iceland to Halifax from July 3-10. 
I’ve tried to design this particular offering of the course to accomodate that. 

I tend to reuse certain pages from
previous course outlines if the information
on them hasn’t changed. 



Dr. Warne met with the 
class to explain my absence 
and go over the syllabus.

On the 9th I sailed past enormous
icebergs as Peace Boat made its way 
through the Strait of Belle Isle toward Halifax.

Before leaving for Reykjavik, I emailed the class with instructions for how the first week would work, and
designated time for them to do some research into the assignment subjects so that they would be ready to 
hit the ground running in the second week. Thankfully, this worked well.

I’ve learned that most students use streaming 
services to listen to the music they are assigned, 
                         so I’ve linked to multiple albums 
                           and asked them to listen to at 
                            least two per week, and most 
                             students say they are able to 
                               listen to all of them in the                                listen to all of them in the 
                               course of a week, in one way 
                               or another. This helps class 
           discussions a lot, as they come 
                     with real opinions on the content.

As we met today, several students thanked me for this 
assignment. One said it was everything she ever
wanted to do in an academic paper. While I take
this praise with pride, I’m most
excited about the work they did.
Their enthusiasm translated into
incredible, pasionate research incredible, pasionate research 
that they were eager to share.
Feels like this assignment is a 
home run. Best of all, there are 
lots of names in these papers 
that I’ve never heard of, so I get to 
learn something along the way, as well. 

I’m still working a cursory history of hip hop culture
into the mix, but only as a function of time this term. 
I intend to make it a standalone section in the future.  



Trying to introduce some artists who speak to the concepts of resistance and
religion in ways that disrupt the Islam/Christianity focus the course has had.

This continues to be everyone’s favourite class. They like                   learning the secret language/history, as it 
makes them reconsider old favourites in a new light. I’d                                       like to find some readings for the
Christianity section that are as exciting to give balance to                                                                             the course. 

The discussion on the Christianity
readings actually went prey well
even though it was largely centred
  on the peculiar bias that stands out
    in the text.. I’d still like to find a
     new reading, but this worked for
       now, at least.        now, at least. 

Great response to the Critical Remix project. Students
took full advantage of the open format and turned in 
some very exciting looking work. 
There is one that uses poetry for its
analysis of identity in music, and 
one comparing the work of West 
Coast rappers to Renaissance Coast rappers to Renaissance 
depictions of heaven and hell.
I’m looking forward to grading 
these.  

Only three students showed up 
because it is unbelievably hot
in the classroom. We have a
fan, but it doesn’t do much.

Class was rescued from the heat today through a surprise visit from the Popsicle Patrol.
The Mount is the best sometimes. 

I included a section on 
Arabic Calligraffiti. So
beautiful, had to share. 



The heat is brutal and we are 
trying to get through classes as 
fast as possible so we can get out
of that sweltering room. 

Discussion of Damn went very 
well. Lots of insightful ideas.

Despite the fast pace of the Summer Session and the brutal                       heat in the classroom (and my absence
early on) the course came together well. The size of the                                class made a difference, but so did the 
alternating approach to the                   content and the new                         assignments. Everyone seemed to be
excited about the work                              they did and that                            made their contributions to discussions
all the more insightful.  I                          chose not to use the                                                 handout from the Winter
term because it felt like it                        would be like studying                                              the Spark Notes insteadterm because it felt like it                        would be like studying                                              the Spark Notes instead
of the real text. I did give it                      to them for                                                                     the review, though, as
it neatly summarizes the                          arguments                                                                    in the readings. For the 
exam, I’ve given them                                                                                                                     same exam as in the
last offering, but                                                                                                                                    with new albums tolast offering, but                                                                                                                                    with new albums to
choose from.



No more reflections. It’s too much work, and in an accelerated schedule like Summer Session, it would be too
hard to keep up. Instead, in particular because students had some extra time at the beginning to do research 
and find more substantial subject maer, these assignments allowed everyone to take their time and invest in
their work. I also felt that the UNITY Project was important. One of the issues I’ve been focusing on through 
my involvement with the Hopscotch Festival is creating more opportunities for women       and this project fit
that agenda.

I am also trying to actively employ the methods of Hip Hop based Education with a focus on remixing as a
concept that can be related to academic research. Also trying to give lots of choice in both content and form. 

Going forward, I think it will be important to split the focus of the course/assignments between popular
music and lesser known expressions of hip hop in North America and, more importantly, abroad. That 
will help to offset the imbalance that exists in mainstream hip hop and open new paths for analysis. 

The U.N.I.T.Y. Project was named after a song by Quen Latifah that served as a feminist 
anthem during the largely misogynistic Golden Age of Hip Hop in the 1980s and 90s. 



Of all of the concepts that exist within hip hop and Hip Hop Based Education, the one that I think is most 
compatible with critical and culturally relevant pedagogy is the remix. This is what I had in mind with the 
mixtape assignment in the Winter term but that felt limited. I wanted to try opening up all the doors and 
allowing the students to play a greater role in shaping their learning experience. They can create original 
work, augment it through samples like a paper uses references, and present it in a way that plays to their
strengths. There is an old saying                                        in hip hop - “Let the poppers pop and the breakers
break”, which referred to                                                      respecting the dibreak”, which referred to                                                      respecting the diversity of styles and their various
skill sets. By leing students                                                   decide both the content and the form of the final
project, they approach the                                                         task with enthusiasm and get personally involved
in the research they are doing.                                                  This is the essence of critical pedagogy - to inspire
learners to situate their own                                                         experience within a larger social/cultural system
and interrogate that in a                                                                                                            meaningful and interrogate that in a                                                                                                            meaningful way that
stimulates a critical consciousness.

The exam remains the same: Four (updated) choices, pick one and analyze using the established framework.

Only two students opted to hand in fairly straight forward documents. They had al of the elements but
lacked the synchronicity that the more daring projects posessed. Must encourage risk taking next time. 

I’m not sure why I asked for seven examples of everything. That number does appear in our
discusions about the Nation of Gods and Earths and their use of numerology. Ultimately, I
think it came down to ten seeming like too many and five seeming like too few.



New design layout for the fine print!


