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Typo!



Different text from Miller and Pinn, this one wrien with rap legend Bun B of the Houston, TX-based group
UGK (Pinn and Bun B teach a Religion and Hip Hop course together at Rice University. This one has a lot more
diverse examinations of religion in hip hop, but stil misses the resistance element. It also assumes a bit of 
familiarity with the jargon developed in the previous text. Regardless, it is a new text and I want to try it out. 
I am                                                 hoping that the approach to using it won’t undermine the content of the course.
I am                                 also shifting the focus more oI am                                 also shifting the focus more overtly toward resistance themes in the first half of the term.
as I                                                                                                 think they have been wrongly minimized in favor of
the                                                                                                 religious lens that informed previous offerings . As a
                                                                         result, the text won’t come into play until the second half of the term.
I will be returning to the hand out I made, but as a template for my lesson planning since those core aspects of 
the                                                    analytical side of the course are missing from this text and need to be added.the                                                    analytical side of the course are missing from this text and need to be added.

This text is also half the size of the previous one and roughly half the cost
to students.



I went and met with Donovan Plum to ask what  is 
possible in terms of student assignments. After seeing
some youtube videos made by high school students, I
wanted to know if we had the resources to support my
students in                  making more elaborate projects
                                       using software that they already
hahave access                   to through their online accounts.
Of course, since most have never really looked at all of 
the programs that they have access to, giving them time
to explore and ask questions about the software is key.



I decided that this term should start with a class dedicated solely to the history of hip hop and its antecedent 
forms. I’ve always added that in here and there, but wanted to get it all on the table up front so that everyone
had some basic knowledg to work with. I have also laid out how the assignments are going to work, especially
the                                                                    group assignment, as groups will have to be sorted out early in the 
term. I have always avoided group assignments, mainly because I disliked them when I was a student, but as
I am asking for a more elaborate project I thought that groups would allow people to divide tasks based on
skill sets. Hopefully it goes as smoothly as possible, despite the obvious potential for setbacks. skill sets. Hopefully it goes as smoothly as possible, despite the obvious potential for setbacks. 

Too much material this week, needs to be scaled back. 

1520 Sedgwick Ave is the address where DJ Kool Herc efectively invented hip hop in 1973.

I’ve returned to a simplified listening schedule, as well,
with a more controled approach to what we can tangibly get 
through in a week.



Choosing groups is taking longer than I’d hoped.                                                  A few formed groups right away
with friends, but some late additions missed the                                                  first few classes and didn’t get
much say in who they worked with. A couple                                                             of drops further destabilized
the groups, as did the private emails stating                                                                  who could absolutely not
work with so-and-so. So I intervened and                                                                        declared that I will create
a final a final version of the groups and we can                                                                            move forward. We will 
hold a loery to determine which group                                                                            gets which chapters as
soon as the final group list is posted. This                                                                          class went long again. I’m 
trying to get too much in and not geing                                                                          to important/interesting
things. Still need to work on tightening up                                                                      the lecture portion. Seemsthings. Still need to work on tightening up                                                                      the lecture portion. Seems
to be an interesting group this year. One                                                                          student produces his own 
hip hop albums and has enlisted multiple                                                                          classmates-and myself-
to contribute to his next project. So far, we                                                                          haven’t ventured too far
into the religion side of things, aside from                                                                          some terminology sharedinto the religion side of things, aside from                                                                          some terminology shared
with the resistance portion. It’s a bit of a                                                                      different approach from what
the course has normally entailed, but I                                                                    think students are finding it
easier starting with resistance themes                                                                  because that fits with what they 
already know about hip hop culture. My                                                            only worry is that with less time 
spent on the theory that informs the                                                                             text, they won’t be as readyspent on the theory that informs the                                                                             text, they won’t be as ready
for it toward the end of the course                                                                                        when they’ll need it for
the group video assignment.

The resistance focus gives me a
 chance to get Kendrick’s

To Pimp A Butterfly back in
to the conversation. Damn is 

the more overt religious expre
sion, but TPAB is essential. 



Delayed by a week due to illness, glad to have set aside a class for 
catching up due to the unpredictability of the Winter term... 

Got the groups dealt with and chapters assigned but got to class today and learned
that one group has two members who didn’t drop the course but have never come 
to class., so that group needed to be disbanded and assigned to other groups.
Group work is terrible and I will not be doing this again. The class went long 
again. Not too bad, but long enough that the end was rushed. 



Finally geing around to the religion side of things. I think the course could largely stand on resistance themes
but that doesn’t jive with departmental expectations, so at least we’re back in familiar waters and covering all 
bases. I got the sense that students were waiting for some of this terminology to be covered in class, as they’d 
clearly encountered some of it, but without proper context. I continue to get emails about groups. Though I’ve
added a five point peer evaluation to the project’s overall value, some still have concerns. One student came
to see me because she had missed some classes (and any involvement in the selection process) and was placed 
in a group where, after one student semingly dropped the course, she in a group where, after one student semingly dropped the course, she was left in a group with three people 
for whom English was a second langauge. She is unhappy with her situation (though, again, she was not 
present to play an active role in shaping it) and is not geting the kind of enthusiastic educational experience 
that others are. Life is hard, though, and sometimes you get stuck with a situation you don’t like. I hope that 
they work it out and get something out of the experience, one way or another.  Did a beer job of keeping
today’s class on time. There were deer in the parking lot when I left class. Just hanging around. Go MSVU.

The fact that Killer Mike has a new show on Netflix
helped the conversation a lot. More than just hearing
his music and watching his interviews, etc, they got 
to see him being about what he is about in real life.



                 What is usually the best-liked class in the course was undermined
           by terrible weather that kept most students home. It would be wise,
  as this is generally offered in the winter term, to have some asynchronous 
            options available--not just for weather issues, but for anyone who 
                         can’t get to class. Geing notes from a classmate seems so
                        prehistoric, given the available technology. The upside today
                                              was the excitement around the Critical Remix Projects. I was
                                 told that a few                                       made websites and 
                                     blogs, one                                            did a polyphonic
                                        poetry                                                 thing... there is a 
                                                                                                      podcast, and a
                                                                                                      late-night talk
                                                                                                      show, and a few                                                                                                      show, and a few
                                                                                                    videos, including
                                                                                                  one from a student
                                                                                               who wants to become
                                                                                                      a documentary
                                     filmmaker when 
                                                                                                                                                          he finishes school
                                   and told me that 
                                   this assignment is
                                          the first time he has    
                                                                     ever had the chance to actualy try
                                                                       his hand at producing one. That is 
                  why I believe so strongly in what I’m trying to 
                                                       do: because when people can play to their                                                       do: because when people can play to their
                                                        strengths learning becomes a revelatory and 
                          empowering process. I am very excited to
                    see what everyone has come up with. Very 
                   satisfied with how the assignment is taken
                   up by everyone in their own way, and their 
                   genuine excitement in sharing their work. 



I’d hoped to do something new with this class. Rather than stick with North American expressions of Islam in 
contemporary hip hop, I wanted to show how the same concepts and conditions that informed the creation of 
the culture in the Bronx are driving cultural production around the world. Starting with Iraqi-Canadian MC 
Narcy (himself an academic who teaches hip hop courses at Concordia and Carleton) and moving to noted 
PPalestinian rappers Shadia Mansour and the longstanding group DAM, Arabic calligraffiti artists A1One and 
El Seed, and feminist expressions through the Hip Hop Hijabis and the dance crew We’re Muslim Don’t Panic, 
I think these give students a beer sense of where hip hop and Islam are truly meeting--not in lyrical mentions 
of Allah by platinum-seling American rappers, but in the day-to-day lived experience of young Muslims in the 
modern world. It doesn’t always have to be about directly referencing Islam, and these artists demonstrate 
how hip hop can be a vehicle for exploring countless aspects of their own existence. It was well received and 
seemed to be fairly eseemed to be fairly eye-opening for many students, particularly the feminist aspects. I tried to get the three 
Arabic-speaking students to offer their thoughts, but their responses were diplomatic and apolitical. I suspect 
that, like some of these rappers, it is chalenging for these students to navigate the dominant norms of Nova 
Scotian society and they may not fell that they can speak freely. It’s something to consider moving forward, to 
think of ways (perhaps through assignments?) that everyone can speak freely when engaging with the content.



This class has always been the hardest one and I 
hope that ditching the problematic chapters from 
the old text will reframe the argument around the
uses of hip hop in Christianity. I would much 
rather focus on the similarities between NOI 
and Gods & Earths and expressions of less
orthodox Christianity (prosperity gospel, orthodox Christianity (prosperity gospel, 
Black Hebrew Israelites) and how the Blues
were just as controversial and antithetical
when they were incorporated into gospel. 
It seems that a large portion of the class are 
self-identified Christians, and that led to some 
interesting discussions that nevertheless took
us back to the themes of the old text. Since theyus back to the themes of the old text. Since they
opened the door, it made sense to address it, and
they shared their own experiences of the Church 
advising them on how to approach hip hop 
when they encounter it. I also included a 
larger than usual section on Christian rapper 
Lecrae, as he is notable for a number of 
reasons. When the class accused him of reasons. When the class accused him of 
pandering in his latest trap-inspired project, 
we considered the similar efforts of 
Clarence 13X, who founded the Nation 
of Gods & Earths, and spent his time 
with gamblers, pimps, and hustlers 
because he saw them as needing more 
guidance than those who guidance than those who were already 
down. All in all, it was the best 
discussion on Christianity & 
hip hop that we’ve had, to date. 

A central question continues to be:
How is it that rappers who call
themselves Christian Rappers have 
a VERY hard time while rappers 
who don’t identify as such, but 
fill their lyrics with Christianity
can become as big as Chance, Kanyecan become as big as Chance, Kanye
or Kendrick>



Kanye Day
!

Now with 10
0% more

Kendrick L
amar!

Class went well, especially because of the students’ familiarity with both 
artists. Great conversation about the messaging in Damn. and aout the 
contradictory nature of Kanye’s brand of religion and rebellion. Those 
less familiar with Kanye were delighted by Lift Yourself (the Poopity 
Scoop song he released as a joke) and stuck around after class to ask 
questions about it. This needs more investigation. Video projects soon!



The last week of the course went off the rails a bit. I had the foresight to add in a buffer class in case we 
missed time due to weather. Due to the losses I needed to merge the presentations and the review, which
                         was easy enough to do. An issue emerged, however, when several 
students came to see me about their projects. Or, more specifically, about their groups. All but one group 
had trouble with some members, and someone from 3 of 5 groups asked me not to show the videos to the
                                  rest of the class. They were embarrased at how the final product turned
out and didn’t feel that their own hard work out and didn’t feel that their own hard work was properly represented.  I worried that something like this

          could happen and agreed not to screen the presentations. To avoid causing any drama, I 
            blamed it on poor scheduling around my recent conference trip to Memphis and said I hadn’t
had a chance to properly review them first. They took that well (and with a few sighs of relief) and we jumped
                          into the review. I did, however, ask the class how they felt about the 
assignment. They liked it, but felt that he group aspect took away from it. They sugested that the Critical 
Remix Project could be a bigger one, which would allow individuals to decide the format/stRemix Project could be a bigger one, which would allow individuals to decide the format/style and put less
in the hands of others who may have different ideas about what is interesting and how to present it. As is, a
                 few students who are aspiring filmmakers took the reins in their groups and made
great videos. Others were less inspired and filmed themselves reading from a script. Lots to consider here.  

I am torn on the idea of review classes. While I always appreciated them
as an undergrad, it also feels like I’m making excuses for my teaching style,
as if they probably couldn’t follow, so here’s a summary of the whole course.

I also think it’s a good opportunity to say These are the Main Themes
and actually address the outcomes as they head into an exam.



I decided to save
the U.N.I.T.Y. 
Project for Summer
offerings of the course,
but mainly so I could try
out the video idea after I
spoke with Donospoke with Donovan Plumb.

In the future, I think I will
blend the Critical Remix and
Group Video projects, since
        they ask similar things
         of the students. I also 
         think it ends up being 
          too lile time spent with          too lile time spent with
                 the text. That said, 
                      the videos show 
   deep engagement with the
   chapters, suggesting that 
     they did an excellent job of 
     analyzing the sections they
     co     covered. Maybe weekly 
      vlogs? The next offering is
    in Summer Session II, so I
     have some time to think 
     about what has worked 
   and what hasn’t in the last 
     few runs through this 
     course and make some      course and make some 
              changes. Still to

o many
 student

s not

taking c
reative 

risks.

Need to
 encour

age that
.



Need better descriptions of what I’m loking for,
specificaly re: academic sources, as that raised
a lot of questions that could be answered here.

Several students asked if there was some Illuminati significance to the 7s. 

This was well received. Lots of positive feedback. Students were excited about the work and several came 
to talk about what they were researching. They also loved the flexibility in the form of the assignment. It
gave them a chance to show off their own skills and interests while doing something that opened them up
                                          to new ways of looking at hip hop culture. I want to continue to do
         that, and keep pushing for a Freireian process where students identify and interrogate the 
                           social constructs that impact their own lives. I’m going to ditch the 7/7/7/7 business and try
                                                   to think of                                                    to think of ways to make this bigger (incorporating the video assignment in
some fashion) and more pliable; more focused, but also more adaptive. What would Paulo Freire do?

Students adapted to these options very well. Even those who were skeptical of their own abilities
turned in impresive projects. The tech is intuitive, so it should be on the table.  



BONUS!
DJ Q-bert here is performing in Halifaxat the end of the term!


