
Remix
Critical Pedagogy and Hip Hop Based Education





Max Horkheimer
in Traditional and Critical Theory (1937)

1) Critical social theory should be 
directed at the totality of society 
in its historical specificity 

2) Critical theory should improve 
understanding of society by 
integrating all the major social 
sciences, including geography,
economics, sociology, history,
political science, anthropology, 
and psychology



Habits of thought, reading, writing, and speaking which go beneath surface 
meaning, first impressions, dominant myths, official pronouncements, traditional 
cliches, received wisdom, and mere opinions, to understand the deep meaning, 
root causes, social context, ideology, and personal consequences of any action, 
event, object, process, organization, experience, text, subject matter, policy, mass 
media, or discourse. (Shor, 1992, p.129)



Critical Pedagogy

“The educator has the duty 

of not being neutral.”

Paulo Freire



Critical Pedagogy

“Critical pedagogy becomes a 
project that stresses the need 
for teachers and students to 
actively transform knowledge 
rather than simply consume it.”

Henry Giroux



Critical Pedagogy
“Students do not recognize their own 
self-repression and suppression by the 
dominant society, and in our vitiated 
learning environments they are not 
provided with the requisite theoretical 
constructs to help them understand 
why… their lives have been reduced to 
feelings of meaningless, randomness, 
and alienation and why the dominant 
culture tries to accommodate them to 
the paucity of their lives.”

Peter McLaren



Habits of thought, reading, writing, and speaking which go beneath surface 
meaning, first impressions, dominant myths, official pronouncements, traditional 
cliches, received wisdom, and mere opinions, to understand the deep meaning, 
root causes, social context, ideology, and personal consequences of any action, 
event, object, process, organization, experience, text, subject matter, policy, mass 
media, or discourse. (Shor, 1992, p.129)



Culturally Relevant Pedagogy
“Not only must teachers encourage 
academic success and cultural 
competence, they must help students to 
recognize, understand, and critique 
current social inequities. This notion 
presupposes that teachers themselves 
recognize social inequities and their 
causes… Many prospective teachers not 
only lack these understandings but reject 
information regarding social inequity.”

Gloria Ladson-Billings



Hip Hop Based Education



“Hip hop is the dominant language of youth 
culture, and those of us who work with young 
people need to speak their language” (De Leon, 2004, p. 1).



Critical Praxis
by Hermitofthewoods



The Elements











Other Elements

• Fashion

• Beatboxing

• Producing/beat making

• Slang/Language

• Knowledge



Philosophies of Hip Hop

• Knowledge/Education

• Conflict Resolution

• Taking space

• Remixing/Sampling

• Freestyling

• Representing



How do we turn the philosophies of

into educational methods?



old school

Hip hop education was originally limited, unoriginal, and embarrassing.

• The “rappin’ teacher”

• Textual analysis of rap lyrics

• Connecting hip hop to curriculum (“Tupac is just like Shakespeare!”)



Critical hip hop

What aspects of hip hop lend themselves to critical pedagogy?

• Social Justice

• Identity politic and representation

• Counternarratives

• Conflict resolution



Remixing research

How is writing a research paper similar to hip hop production?

• Sampling as citation

• Reference-based argumentation

• Layering elements to create new work



Freestyle brainstorming

How can the freestyle cipher facilitate creativity?

• Improvisational, turn based idea generation

• Ability to respond to a previous idea or contribute a new one



Battle tactics

What can battling teach us about debate and argumentation?

• Preparation

• Improvisational responses

• Rep your set



Hip hop wordplay

How can rap lyricism be used an interpretive tool?

• Signifying

• Coding/decoding

• Personal expression



Graffiti logic

How can the idea behind graffiti improve educational spaces?

• “I am here”

• Personal expression

• Taking space



Traditional methods

• Domain Analysis

• Comparative coding

• Classical content analysis

• Asset based research

• Action research



Systemic Problems

HHBE is not without its flaws… 

• Overreliance on urban model

• HHBE practitioners are cheerleaders

• Overreliance on popular rap

• Globalization and Hyperlocalization

• Resistance to critical model



“The overall process of critical hip hop pedagogy is not 
only a way to reconstruct knowledge about communities 
of colour, but also to teach about diversity and cultural 
competency for prospective teachers” 

(Akom, 2009, p. 63).




